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+ More than 3,100 birds belonging to 162 species were recorded during the bird
surveys conducted in the Gudalur forest division of the Nilgiris District recently.

+ The Kalaignar Grand Library and Intellectual Centre in Tiruchi will come up with
the state-of-the art facilities.

+ Dr. V.I. Mathan, the former director of CMC Vellore, launched the book "To the
Seventh Generation: The Journey of Christian Medical College Vellore" in
Chennai.

+ The World Bank-aided Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture Modernisation Project
(TNIAMP) has won the National Award for ‘Excellence in Integrated Water
Resources Management 2024’ of the Central Board of Irrigation and Power (CBIP).

% Himgiri, an advanced frigate, and Androth, an Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow
Water Craft has successfully completed the builder’s Sea Trials.

« The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment of a new Brownfield
ammonia-urea Complex at the Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited
(BVFCL) in Namrup, Assam.

+ The Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards were presented by the
President Droupadi Murmu to 27 Journalist to honour the outstanding
contributions to Indian journalism.

+ Vijay Sankar, the Honorary Consul General of Denmark for Southern India and
Chairman of The Sanmar Group, has been awarded the prestigious Knight’s
Cross of the Order of Dannebrog by the King of Denmark.

+ The Global Recycling Day held annually on March 18th to acknowledging and
promoting recycling as a vital tool for environmental preservation and long-term
sustainability.

% The UN French Language Day is observed on 20 March every year to celebrates
linguistic and cultural diversity as well as the crucial role of the French language
in international relations.

TAMIL NADU NEWS

Tamil Nadu final supplementary estimates 2024-25

+ Tamil Nadu Finance Minister has presented the final supplementary estimates
for 319,287.44 crore for 2024-25 in the Assembly.
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< The total estimates included 212,639.36 crore in revenue account, 36,429.20
crore in capital account, and 3218.88 crore in loan account.

s The major additional appropriation was 32,000 crore as share capital assistance
to Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation.
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NATIONAL NEWS

Revised National Program for Dairy Development

Cabinet Approves Ny Cabinet Approves

Revised National Program Revised National Program
for Dairy Development for Dairy Development

Establish 10,000
new Dairy Cooperative
Societies”

@ Additional outlay of
1,000 crore

© Total outlay of :
Generate an additional

¥2,790 crore from

2021-22 to 2025-26 3.2 lakh direct &
indirect employment
opportunities,

particularly benefitting women, which

constitute 70% of dairy workforce
22

% The Union Cabinet approved the Revised National Program for Dairy Development
(NPDD).

@

« Itis aimed at modernizing India’s dairy sector and ensuring its long-term growth.
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< The scheme which was classified as a Central Sector initiative has been allocated
an additional ¥1,000 crore.

« The scheme has benefited over 18.74 lakh farmers and generated more than
30,000 direct and indirect employment opportunities.

« It has increased milk procurement capacity by an additional 100.95 lakh litres
per day.

300 Heat Action Plans (HAPs)
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+ The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is planning to come up
with 300 more heat action plans (HAPs) at the city level.

% Nearly 200 such plans have been finalised in India at the city level.
% The NDMA aims to expand this to 500 plans.

D3

% This year, the temperatures is going to rise above 40°C in states like Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, West Bengal and Odisha.

Supreme Court - Food Security Inequality in India

+ The Supreme Court questioned the claims of the high development rate and per

capita income when certain States have about 70% of their population living
below poverty line.

s As per the SC, the poor have a right to access at least two square meals a day in
terms of their fundamental right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.
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% The Union government was duty-bound under the National Food Security Act to
provide food grains.

% The coverage under the Act was 81.35%.

% There was additional coverage for 11 crore people under the Anganwadi scheme,
and further coverage for another 22-crore people.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Nitrogen Gas Execution - Louisiana of USA

NITROGEN GAS EXECUTION
? Death row inmate
strapped to gurney

9 Respirator face
mask placed over
nose and mouth

9 Breathable air
replaced with
nitrogen

eath from lack of
Inmate loses ithi
A oxygen within 22
consciousness minutes
.

+ Louisiana has executed a man using nitrogen gas for the first time.
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This was the state's first execution in 15 years.
This execution is the second in the United States using this method.

Nitrogen gas has been used just four other times to execute a person in the United
States — all in Alabama.

Louisiana state has struggled to obtain lethal injection drugs.
More than 50 inmates remain on Louisiana’s death row.
The state built a special nitrogen hypoxia facility for future executions.

Nitrogen hypoxia is an execution method that deprives the inmate of oxygen,
leading to death.

ECONOMY NEWS

India’s Net FDI 2024-25
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Foreign Direct Investment Flows
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The net foreign direct investment (FDI) in India declined to $1.4 billion during the
10 months of 2024-25 (April 2024-January 2025) from $11.5 billion a year ago.

However, gross FDI remained elevated, with 12.4 per cent year-on-year (Y-o-Y)
growth to $67.7 billion in the April 2024-January 2025.

It was $60.2 billion in April 2023-January 2024.

Repatriation/disinvestment by those who made direct investments in India rose
to $46.1 billion during the 10-month period of 2024-25.
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% Overseas investments made by Indian firms, i.e., outward FDI, rose sharply to
$20.2 billion in April 2024-January 2025 from $11.8 billion a year ago.

% Over 75 per cent of the flows were from Singapore, Mauritius, the US, the UAE,
and the Netherlands during the period.

% The flow of money from overseas Indians in NRI deposit schemes rose by 40.82
per cent year-on-year (Y-o-Y) basis.

% Itis raised to $ 14.30 billion between April 2024 and January 2025 from $ 10.16
billion.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Caracal in Mukundra Hills, Rajasthan
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Caracal
Caracal-caracal
LOCALLY ENDANGERED

The Caracal is a medium-sized wild cat known for its distinctive
appearance and remarkable agility. Caracals are characterized
o0l by their reddish-brown fur, tufted ears, and long, black ear tufts.

% A rare caracal has been spotted in Rajasthan's Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve.
+ This elusive wild cat has a population of less than 50 in India.

< The caracal is a medium-sized, wild cat native to Africa, the Middle East, Central
Asia, and India.
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+ In India, they are usually found in Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh.

+ The caracal is classified as critically endangered in India.

Dog-Faced Water Snake in Assam

DOG-FACED WATER SNAKE
SPOTTED IN NORTHEAST FOR
THE FIRST TIME

+ The dog-faced water snake (Cerberus rynchops) was spotted for the first time in
Northeast India.

s Cerberus rynchops is a mildly venomous, semi-aquatic species that thrives in
saltwater.

% Typically, this snake is found in the mangrove forests, coastal mudflats, and the
estuaries across South and Southeast Asia.

R/

% In India, it has been recorded in coastal regions such as Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

STATES’ NEWS

Special Category Status Demand - Bihar

+ The government of Bihar made a fresh demand for special category status before
the 16th Finance Commission.

+ At the moment, no state has special category status.

+ It was used to be under the Planning Commission.
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+ That classification ceased to exist with the Planning Commission.

; — - =
The Centre claims that following the increase in tax devolution to States from 32% to 42% of divisible pool of
central taxes, there is no further need to give ‘Special Category’ status to any State

BENEFITS AS PER GADGIL-MUKHERJEE FORMULA

On account of their location and backwardness, Special
Category States have been allocated assistance as grants
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PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS

30tk Session of the ISA

The 30th Session of the International Seabed Authority

Partl
Legal and Technical Commission 3-14 March 2025
E Council 17 - 28 March 2025

SERAWS = ——

L}

+ The 30th Session of the International Seabed Authority (ISA) commenced in
Jamaica.
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Around 170 member states and the European Union convened to discuss deep-
sea mining regulations.

The ISA is an autonomous international organisation, formed in 1994.

It was created when the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) became effective in 1982.

ISA manages mining and related activities on the international seabed.

Deep-sea mining involves extracting minerals from the ocean floor at depths
greater than 200 metres.

IMPORTANT DAYS

International Day of Happiness 2025 - March 20

The idea of global happiness day originated in Bhutan.

Bhutan is known for prioritising its Gross National Happiness (GNH) over Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

In 2012, the UN officially declared this day.

The theme for this year's is "Caring and Sharing".

World Sparrow Day 2025 - March 20

®
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It aims to raise an awareness about the declining population of the avian species
and the need to protect them.
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% This day was the brainchild of The Nature Forever Society of India and the Eco-
Sys Action Foundation of France.

R/

+ The theme for 2025 is ‘A Tribute to Nature’s Tiny Messengers’.

March 20 is celebrated as WORLD SPARROW DAY

SAVE THE SPARROW
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World Oral Health Day 2025 - March 20

+ It aims to raise an awareness about oral hygiene, its importance, and the factors
that have contributed to oral diseases.

*,

% The day was first established by the World Dental Federation (FDI) in 2007.
+ This year’s theme is "A happy mouth is... A HAPPY MIND".

World Oral
Health Day

20" March 2025

World Oral Health Day is a global
healthcare event observed annually on
March 20" to raise awareness about
oral hygiene, its importance, and the
factors that have contributed to oral
diseases.
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